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Rain fell in torrents, shortly after. This did
not, however, prevent us from walking out
to the drill-plain, and witnessing a review of the
troops. Walking in Irkoutsk on a rainy day is, to
say the least of it, unpleasant. The streets are un-
drained. Great pools of water lie in the roadway,
rendering it almost impassable, while the thick dust
converts the streets into morasses of deep black
mud. We had to wade nearly knee-deep more
than once before 'reaching the parade-ground.
The garrison of Irkoutsk numbered about 10,000.
The troops were not taking to look at, their
dingy drab uniforms and dirty white linen caps
rendering them far from smart in appearance,
though as regards drill and steadiness they
appeared perfect. All were armed with the
"Berdan" rifle.

We now set about making preparations for the
journey to Tomsk. Our tarantass was again over-
hauled, a very necessary proceeding after our rough
journey through Trans-Baikalia, or what we then
thought rough. It was a mere trifle to what was
in store for us. Embarking on a journey in Siberia
means a preparation of at least three days. One
cannot, as in England, pack up a portmanteau, and
be off at a few hours' notice. There is firstly the
permission of the police required to enable one to
leave a town or city at all; se'condly that most im- -
portant item in Siberian travel, horses ; and thirdly
a document authorizing the holder to procure them.
This is called the " Podarojna," and is of two
kinds.

The "Kasiomne " or Imperial Podarojna is used